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MINI wishes all our 
readers a Happy, 
Prosperous and 
Peaceful New Year 
2016!! 



 

 

 

 

D eccan Development Society has taken up one more initiative – ‘Organic 

Medak’ – to promote cultivation of vegetables and fruits the organic way. 

The activities so far were confined only to organic production of millets and 

crops that would now be extended to vegetable and fruit production. The DDS 

women farmers are currently working in four mandals – Jarsangam, Zaheera-

bad, Raikod and Nyalakal. The activity would now be extended to three more 

mandals – Munipally, Kohir and Manoor. 

 

Initially, the plan is to implement ‘Organic Medak’ by roping in about 400 farm-

ers to cultivate on 1,000 acres land with a target of expanding it to 5,000 farm-

ers and 10,000 acres by 2017. In addition to the existing crops that are being 

cultivated organically, the DDS has been planning to introduce mango, banana 

and guava fruits to the basket of organic produce. Different leafy vegetables like 

brinjal and tomato would also be added to that later. According to P.V. Satheesh, 

Director, DDS, they have planned to develop the area as production, consumer 

and service hubs. While production of various farming produces like paddy, 

maize, sorghum and different millets, vegetables and fruits will be taken up un-

der production hub, offering training to farmers in organic cultivation and guid-

ance will be taken up under service hub by Krishi Vignan Kendra (KVK) in asso-

ciation with DDS. 

 

Under consumer hub, the main focus will be on Hyderabad where large market 

is available to sell the produce. At the same time, focus will also be laid on Za-

heerabad and Sangareddy. Medak Dt. Collector D. Ronald Rose, who is inter-

ested in promoting millets and who formally launched ‘Organic Medak,’ visited 

the farms being cultivated by women farmers and examined their practices. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deccan Development Society (DDS), Pastapur 



 

 

 

 

Till not too long ago, Odisha farmers used to take up millet farming. But after Green 

Revolution, the government laid emphasis on paddy, wheat and other crops. Today, 

millet cultivation is virtually facing extinction.  Experts, including virologist and 

agriculture scientist Dr Balaram Sahu, said crops like finger millet (mandia), great 

millet (juara), spiked millet (bajra), Italian millet (kangu), kodo millet (kodua), barn-

yard millet (khira) and little millet (suan) are more nutritious. These crops are also 

resilient to climate change, he added. 

 

"These crops could be cultivated in low irrigated and even non-irrigated areas as it 

needs very little water for its production. It can be raised in upland areas of tribal 

hilly zones of the state. It doesnt need synthetic fertilizers or pesticide. So a farmer 

can grow these crops without investing huge money like paddy, cotton and other 

cash crops," he said. 

 
Das said the millets, which are highly nutritious, have several health benefits, such 

as its ability to protect one from diabetes, improves digestive system, reduces cancer 

risk and strengthen immune system. It has also medicinal values which helps human 

body, he added. 

 
Nirman, an NGO, which has been promoting the production of millets in the state, 

said these crops have several positive points which need to be included in the food 

menu. "But it is not happening due to the lack of governments interest to promote 

these crops or the farmers lack of interest to readopt this," said Nirman chief 

Prashant Mohanty. 

 
Another expert professor Radhamohan said cultivation area of such farming has de-

clined to 63% between 1978 and 2013. If efforts are taken for the revival of this 

farming, then the prevailing agrarian crisis as well as the issue of food scarcity 

would be resolved, said experts.  Ranjita Behera, a millet grower of Biringia under 

Tumudibandha in Kalahandi district, said she has started harvesting millets like 

mandia,janha, kandula (pulse) and kangu. As her paddy crop was damaged due to 

scanty rainfall, she said, her family depends on millets in their menu to manage food 

crisis. Another farmer Bipin Majhi of Kandhamal said he has cultivated millets in 

two acres of land. Last year, he earned at least Rs 10,000 from mandia and kandula. 

Though he has lost his paddy crop this year, he said, millet crops will see him throgh 

the year. 

 
"Mixed cultivation and integrated farming will bailout a farmer from crop loss cri-

sis," said Prashant Mohanty, adding, "Millet not only helps farmers earn some extra 

money, but also adds nutrition in their daily food." 

 

He said mandia, janha and kandula are on demand than other millets. "If the state 

promotes the farming of millets and includes it in ICDS and PDS system, these 

crops will stage a comeback and resolve the agrarian crisis in state," Mohanty said. 
 

Prashant Mohanty, NIRMAN, Odisha 

Prasanth can be reached at nirman96@gmail.com 

mailto:mailto:nirman96@gmail.com
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http://ddsindia.com/www/pdf/MINI%20IV%20NC%20Declaration%20Nov%202015.pdf
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Sheelu Francis, Leader of Women’s Collective, 

Also partner of MINI , Hyderabad 

Ms Sheelu can be reached  on womenscollective1@gmail.com 
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